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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A device searching apparatus for searching a 
device on a network, comprising: 

management means for managing a database including 
identification information for identifying the device 
on the network and attribute information associated 
thereto; 

input means for entering a search condition for 
searching a desired device on the network; 

search means for /searching a device matching the 
entered search condition from said database; 

output means for outputting, on a device matching 
the entered search condition, a search result including 
the identification /information and the attribute 
information of such device; and 

control means for controlling the information to 
be outputted to said search result, according to the 
number of the deyice matching the entered search 
condition, 

2, An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
said control means is adapted, in case the number of 



the devices ou 



tputted in said search result is at least 



information on 



equal to a predetermined value, to add additional 



each of the devices outputted by said 



search result, Vto said search result. 
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3. An apparatus according to claim 2, further 
comprising: \ 

communication \means for acquiring device 
information, registered corresponding to said 
identification information in another apparatus on said 
network, from said alnother apparatus; 

wherein said control means is adapted to acquire, 
by said communication means, additional information on 
each of the devices putputted by said search result, 
and to add said additional information to said search 
result. I 

4. An apparatus according to claim 3, wherein 
said control means Is adapted to acquire, from an 
apparatus managing ^Location information of the devices 
on said network, the location information of each of 
the devices outputfced by said search result, and to add 
said location information to said search result. 

5. An appai/atus according to claim 3, wherein 
said control means is adapted to acquire, from an 
apparatus managiAig charge information of the devices on 
said network, tme charge information of each of the 
devices outputt 3d by said search result, and to add 
said charge information to said search result. 

6. A device searching apparatus for searching a 
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device on a network, comprising 



management means fo 
identification inf ormati 



:r managing a database including 
on for identifying the device 



on the network and stati<p information associated 
5 thereto; 

input means for entering a search condition for 
searching a desired device on the network: 

search means for searching device matching the 
entered search condition from said database; 
10 output means for /outputting, on a device matching 

the entered search cahdition, a search result including 
the identification information and the static 
information of suctf device; and 

control means for adding dynamic information to 
15 said search result, according to the number of the 
device matching/ the entered search condition. 
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7. An apparatus according to claim 6, wherein 
said contro/ means is adapted, in case the number of 
the devicevfe outputted in said search result is at least 
equal to fa predetermined value, to acquire dynamic 
informatAon from the device matching the entered search 
condition and to add said dynamic information to said 
search presult. 



8. An^^pparal£y^s^according to claim 6, further 
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discrimination means for discriminating a device 
of a high frequency of usp^based on the dynamic 
information relating Jda the history collected from 

the devices on sa^id network; 

wherein §^Tid control means is adapted, in case the 
number of tfie devices matching the entered search 
condition is zero, to add the information of the device 
discriminated as the device of a high frequency of use 
to /said search result, 

9 • A device searching method for searching a 
device on a network, comprising steps of: 

managing a database including identification 
information for identifying the device on the network 
and attribute information associated thereto; 

entering a search /condition for searching a 
desired device on the petwork; 

searching a device matching the entered search 
condition from said database ; 

output ting, on /a device matching the entered 
search condition, a/ search result including the 

7 * ' 

identification information and the attribute 
information of such device; and 

controlling/ the information to be outputted to 
said search result, according to the number of the 
device matching* the entered search condition. 
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10. A method accbrding to claim 9, wherein said 
control step is adaptea, in case the number of the 
devices outputted in said search result is at least 
equal to a predetermined value, to add additional 



information on each of t 



Le devices outputted by said 



search result, to said search result. 

I 

11. A method according to claim 10, further 
comprising: 

10 receiving device information, registered 

corresponding to said identification information in 
another apparatus on s£id network, from said another 
apparatus; 

wherein said conftrol step is adapted to acquire, 

/ } 
15 by said reception step, additional information on each 

of the devices outputted by said search result, and to 

add said additional/ information to said search result. 
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12. A method according to claim 11, wherein said 
control step is anapted to acquire, from an apparatus 
managing location information of the devices on said 
network, the location information of each of the 
devices outputtefd by said search result, and to add 
said location information to said search result. 



13. A metho^according to claim 11, wherein said 
control step is ada^ffed to acquire, from an apparatus 
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managing a datab< 



managing charge information of the devices on said 
network, the charge information of each of the devices 
outputted by said searph result, and to add said charge 
information to said search result. 

14. A device searching method for searching a 
device on a network, comprising steps of: 

se including identification 
information for identifying the device on the network 
and static informatiqfn associated thereto; 

entering a seardh condition for searching a 
desired device on the network; 

searching a device matching the entered search 
condition from said/ database; 

outputting, or/ a device matching the entered 
search condition, fa search result including the 
identification information and the static information 
of such device; afrd 

adding dynariic information to said search result, 
according to the/ number of the device matching the 
entered search qondition. 



15. A metpod according to claim 14, wherein said 
control step isl adapted, in case the number of the 
devices outputted in said search result is at least 
equal to a predetermined value, to acquire dynamic 
information from\ the device matching the entered search 
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condition and 
search res*flt, 



?6 add said dynamic information to said 



10 



16. A method according to claim 14, further 
comprising : 

discriminating a /levice of a high frequency of 
use, based on the dynamic information relating to the 
use history collected^ from yne devices on said network; 

wherein said co/itrol sW^. adapted, in case the 
number of the devices matching the entered search 
condition is zero, /bo add the information of the device 
discriminated as the device of a high frequency of use 
to said search result. 




A 



17. A memory medium storing a computer program to 



a device searching 
ice on a network, the 



be executed by a computer of 
apparatus for searching a dei 
computer program comprising /steps of: 

managing a database including identification 
20 information for identifying the device on the network 
and attribute information associated thereto; 

entering a search condition for searching a 
desired device on the /letwork; 

searching a devi/ce matching the entered search 
25 condition from said database; 

outputting, ory a device matching the entered 
search condition, £ search result including the 
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iden-tif ication information and the attribute 
information of such advice; and 

controlling the information to be outputted to 
said search result, according to the number of the 
device matching the en1 ered search condition. 

18. A memory medium according to claim 17, 
wherein said control stsp is adapted, in case the 
number of the devices outputted in said search result 

predetermined value, to add 
additional information/ on each of the devices outputted 
by said search result,/ to said search result. 



is at least equal to a 
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19. A memory mepium according to claim 18, 
wherein the computer /program further comprises: 

receiving devide information, registered 
corresponding to said identification information in 
another apparatus ofn said network, from said another 
apparatus; 

wherein said fcontrol step is adapted to acquire, 



by said reception 



step, additional information on each 



of the devices ou1 putted by said search result, and to 



1 information to said search result. 



add said additions. 



20. A memory! medium according to claim 19, 
wherein said control step is adapted to acquire, from 
an apparatus managiVig location information of the 
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devices on said network 
each of the devices 
and to add said locate 
result . 



21. A memory m 
wherein said control 



, the location information of 
outputted by said search result, 
ion information to said search 



sdium according to claim 19, 
step is adapted to acquire, from 



an apparatus managirg charge information of the devices 
on said network, th€t charge information of each of the 
devices outputted by said search result, and to add 
said charge informajtion to said search result. 



22. A memory/ medium storing a computer program to 
be executed by a cpmputer of a device searching 
15 apparatus for searching a device on a network, the 
computer program pomprising steps of: 

managing a d/atabase including identification 
information for identifying the device on the network 
and static information associated thereto; 
20 entering a tsearch condition for searching a 

desired device on the network; 

searching a device matching the entered search 
condition from kaid database; 

outputtingL on a device matching the entered 
25 search condition, a search result including the 

identification [information and the static information 
of such device;! and 



< * ' * 
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adding dynamic information to said search result, 
according to the number of the device matching the 
entered search condition. 



23 . A memory 
wherein said contro 



qiedium according to claim 22, 
step is adapted, in case the 
number of the devicfes outputted in said search result 
is at least equal tjo a predetermined value, to acquire 
dynamic information from the device matching the 
10 entered search condition and to add said dynamic 
information to saafd search result. 

24. A memory medium according to claim 22, 
wherein the computer program further comprises: 
15 discriminating a/ device of a high frequency of 

use, based on the dynamic information relating to the 
use history collected from/€Rfe devices on said network; 

wherein said c^bntrc/l ^fep is adapted, in case the 
number of the devices matching the entered search 
20 condition is zero,/ to add the information of the device 
discriminated as Arhe device of a high frequency of use 
to said search result. 




